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Public moorings help community access Mahone Islands Krista Longard

Since 2003, the Mahone 
Islands Conservation Association 
(MICA) has privately raised over 
$1.7 million to care for the 27 
islands, island properties, and 
shoreline properties its volunteers 
steward in Mahone Bay. 

Access and use of these islands 
is a gift to current and future 
generations. All users are asked 
to follow the MICA Island use 
guidelines and “leave only your 
footprints.”  

There are 26 registered public 
moorings installed around the 
MICA islands of the District of 
Lunenburg.  Plans are underway 
to increase the number of public 
moorings over the next few years 
though a similar partnership with 
the Municipality of Chester. 

These highly visible moorings 
are bright yellow, with the word 
PUBLIC written on the buoys.  
Each has been tagged with usage 
rules and mooring specifics. The 
moorings are to be shared, with 
overnight use limited to one night 
and leaving in the morning.

Although these moorings are 
for use at your own risk, each 
has been professionally installed 
and is inspected every year.  The 
base of each mooring is a 2000-lb 
concrete block with a looped line 
to secure to your boat.

The funding for this public 
mooring has been a shared cost 
program with MICA and the 
districts of Lunenburg and now 
Chester, with registration by 
the province. The moorings are 
owned by the respective districts.

In recent years, MICA has been 
requesting that owners of private 
moorings remove those, so they 
won’t interfere with public 

access to the islands, which are 
for shared public use. Currently, 
many private moorings block 
access to the islands for some 
boats and are located in prime 
locations where MICA would like 
to place public moorings or create 
open access to  island shorelines. 
In addition, abandoned moorings 
are hazards.

Some owners of private 
moorings have graciously 

removed their moorings or 
turned them over to MICA for 
public moorings. The MICA 
community is very grateful for 
such consideration. If you have 
a private mooring near a MICA 
island, please contact us to 
discuss its removal or conversion 
to a registered public mooring as 
soon as possible.

If you are a user of the 
MICA public moorings, please 

consider making a donation. 
MICA fundraises 50 percent 
of the capital cost of the public 
moorings, and community 
support is greatly appreciated. 
We also encourage community 
members to become MICA 
members.

To learn which of the islands 
have public moorings or to reach 
us for donations or membership, 
please visit mahoneislands.ns.ca.
Krista Longard is a member of 
the Mahone Islands Conservation 
Association (MICA) board of 
directors.

A view of Big Cove on Masons Island in Mahone Bay. Photo credit: Krista Longard

With Goat Island in the background, moored off Andrew’s Island at 
sunset, using a MICA public mooring. Photo credit: Krista Longard

#NIPD2025

June 21 is National Indigenous Peoples Day
National Indigenous Peoples Day takes place on 

the summer solstice, the longest day of the year. 
For generations, many First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis communities have celebrated their cultures, 
languages, and traditions at this time of year. The 
summer solstice holds deep spiritual and cultural 
significance for many Indigenous Peoples, marking a 
time of renewal, connection, and celebration.

halifax.ca | 311

Councillor Nancy Hartling 
District 13 Prospect Road – St. Margarets
nancy.hartling@halifax.ca
902.476.3787

OFFICE HOURS 
Wednesdays 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
Prospect Road Community Centre 

Fridays 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
St. Margret’s Bay Community 
Enterprise Centre 

2094 Hammonds Plains Rd.

(902) 832-9999 vernonsdiner.ca

The Best in 

Comfort Food

No project too big
or too small

info@graveldoctorhalifax.com
902 478-3615

graveldoctorhalifax.com

• Lawns
• Lot Clearing
• Excavation

• Drainage Solutions
• Demolition Services
• Driveway & Parking
   Lot Resurfacing

Residential & Commercial

Driveway &
Landscape Maintenance

http://mahoneislands.ns.ca

